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                 By Anita Schneider      
    I have been a weekly volunteer at the 
front desk at Be Concerned for more than 
10  years.  
    My husband, Don, and I have also 
worked the Christmas Store during this 
time. For the past two years we have 
worked at the front desk of the Christmas 
Store.    
    This year we noticed how smoothly 
things went. The store was very clean and 
beautifully decorated. But more impor-
tantly, it was so organized our customers 
hardly had to wait in line at the different 
departments.  
    This made their shopping very enjoy-
able in new toys, Something Special and 
HUGS (hats, underwear, gloves and 
scarves). As the customers went past our 
desk on the way out, they were very ap-
preciative of ALL their gifts. 
     The food store was also visited by our 
customers. Be Concerned supplies our 
families with turkeys and fixings for a 
great meal, plus health and hygiene sup-
plies.  
      Because of all the friendly and helpful 
volunteers from both stores and all our 
generous donors, more than 900 families 
experienced a "special" Christmas. 

VOLUNTEER VOICES 

Be Concerned says goodbye to four of its volunteers  
who passed away in the last year: 

 
Josephine Brown 

Helen Crotty 
Frank Coyne 

Jim Rippe 
 

We thank you and will miss you! 

Enjoyable shopping experience     EDITOR’S NOTE: Be Con-
cerned will mark its 40 anniver-
sary in 2008. This is the first in 
a series of reflections on those 
four decades of helping North-
ern Kentucky’s low-income 
population. 
    By Nancy Hiltibrand 
    It has been an amazing 
40-year journey for Be Con-
cerned.  My family and I 
have been privileged to be a 
part of Be Concerned for 
most of that journey. 
   The program began in a 
small, quiet way with Sr. 
Donna Kinney serving 30 
families in 1968 as part of 
the Catholic Social Service 
Bureau’s Christmas pro-
gram.  She set the pattern of 
treating people as custom-
ers instead of clients, allow-
ing them to pay  a nominal 
fee in exchange for the mer-
chandise they selected.       
Dignity was at the heart of 
Be Concerned as it is today. 
   My mother, Betty Zimmer, 
became involved in 1973, 
bringing the rest of her fam-
ily with her.  
     As a college student, I 
spent a part of each Christ-
mas break working at the 
Christmas Store. Each year, 
the program was in a differ-
ent location and was always 
an amazing outpouring of 
the true Christmas spirit for 
all involved.   
      Be Concerned moved 

into its present location on 
Washington Street in 1985.  
At that time, it was still  just 
a Christmas Store. But the 
building’s large space called 
for year-round use.   
     My mother, together with 
a dedicated group of other 
volunteers, began the food 
program in 1987. Then, as 
now, donations from  mer-
chants, churches, schools 
and individuals filled the 
shelves.  
      A full-time director was 
hired in 1988 and the pro-
gram has grown ever since 
then. Today, more than 800 
families and individuals shop 
each month at Be Con-
cerned. The same spirit of 
compassion and dedication 
can be seen in the organiza-
tion today as in its begin-
nings 40 years ago. 
      My mother left an amaz-
ing legacy in Be Concerned 
and its efforts to help others 
in our community.  She 
would be proud to see that 
her dream has not only sur-
vived, but thrived since her 
untimely death in 1989.   
    She planted the seeds for 
the year-round program in 
Be Concerned’s unique 
shopping style.  But many 
others have nurtured 
those seeds. Many volun-
teers have welcomed  
    Continued on back page 

 
   Volunteers needed!   

    If you have a few hours to spare a week, 
a month or even a few times a year, we can 
use your help.  
    Among the “jobs” for which help is 
needed: 
    ● Clothing sorters, Tuesdays from 9:30 
 a.m. to noon. 
     ● Van drivers, Mondays from 9 a.m. to 
noon. Fill-in drivers are also needed. Drivers 
must be able to lift at least 25 pounds. 
      

For more information, please call  
Sr. Mary Jennings or Brenda Young  

at  (859) 291-1340. 

Forty years and going strong 
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●Peanut Butter 
●Paper shopping 
bags  
  (with handles) 
●Canned fruit  
●Toilet paper  
●Toothpaste 
●Pasta sauce  

●Pork & beans  
●Soup   
●Tuna 
●Hats 
●Gloves 
●Socks 
●Cereal 
●Toilet paper 

The following two letters were received from Be Con-
cerned shoppers. They offer reminders of the spirit of 
the season. 
 

Merry Christmas! 
      I want to thank you all.  Multiple sclerosis took 
away my nursing career, and it was necessary for me 
to go on disability.  
     As you probably know, the income, though I am 
thankful for it, makes it difficult to get by.  Your help  
and the dignity you give is such a blessing.  All of you 
are so kind, too.  Thank you from my heart, and I pray 
that all of you and your loved ones have joy. 
    Thanks and may God bless and watch over you all. 
    Peggy Suddarth 
 

I would like to pass this appointment on to someone 
who may need it. I have saved up enough can goods 
to take me through the winter, but I may need you 
again.   
    I hope I will be able to call on you if the need arises. 
    I pray that in 2008, I can give back as much as you 
have given me.                              Gladys Gamble 

   Continued from Page 6 
second and third genera-
tions of shoppers to the 
program.  
    Likewise, we are seeing 
new generations of volun-
teers. My daughter, Kelly,   
is one of those third gen-
eration volunteers helping 
to keep her grandmother’s 

dream alive.  
   The little Christmas 
Store that began 40 years 
ago has blossomed into a 
freestanding agency with 
compassionate and tal-
ented staff, volunteers and 
board members.  
    It’s ready for the next  
40 years. 

  Forty years and still going strong Shopper’s Corner 

Wish List 
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